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Hepatitis C in Louisiana







HCV Screening and Diagnosing HCV



AG Epclusa (sofosbuvir/velpatasvir) 
Direct Acting Antiviral (DAA)

Sofosbuvir/Velpatasvir

400mg/100mg tablets

Used for the treatment of adults and children with chronic HCV infection 

genotypes 1-6, noncirrhotic (NC*), compensated cirrhotic (CC**), treatment 

experienced or treatment naïve. Decompensated cirrhotic patients require 

the addition of ribavirin. No renal function limitation.

PANGENOTYPIC 
(GT 1-6)

PANFIBROTIC 

(F0-F4)

TREATMENT HISTORY 

(TN/TE***)

*NC: Noncirrhotic

**CC: Compensated cirrhotic

***TN: Treatment naïve, TE: Treatment experienced

ANY RENAL 

FUNCTION



Provider Resources 
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Project ECHO: HCV Series in Louisiana
Hepatitis C/HHARM ECHO®
Housing insecurity, Hepatitis, 
Addiction, and stigma Reduction in 
Medicine



Topics:

• See curriculum in next slide

• Speakers consist of hub team specialists

• Other subject-matter experts were former 

participants of previously offered ECHO sessions





History: 

This ECHO served as a continuum of provider education 

offered through Ochsner Health at the initiation of the 

Epclusa Subscription model also known as the Hep C 

elimination plan. HHARM strategies were incorporated for 

relevance of Hep C to substance use disorder and housing 

insecurity.



Purpose:
To inform healthcare providers and advanced practitioners of the 

current Hepatitis C (HCV) Elimination Plan coordinated by the 

Louisiana Department of Health (LDH) that involves removing 

treatment barriers and offering training to more primary care 

providers to cure HCV and create the development of best 

practices for destigmatizing drug use all while integrating Harm 

Reduction services in un-housed populations. The training is a 

combination of testing and treatment options used to target 

Louisianans with a probable or confirmed cases. 



Monthly, hour long session with continuing education at no cost

Target Audience: MDs, DOs, NPs, PAs and clinical staff interested in 

creating a “Hepatitis C Free Louisiana”.

Total # of Sessions held: 10

Total # of attendees: 106

Avg # of attendees: 10.6

# of unique attendees/session: 6 



Hub Team Members:

• Hepatitis C Specialist, Gia Landry

• Nurse practitioner, Cynthia Park, Department of Corrections

• SHHP support, Lawrencia Gougisha

• Well-Ahead Louisiana, ECHO Hub staff (Chrisey Smith, Terri 

Roberts)



Next Steps: Beyond the Project 
ECHO  Hepatitis C Series 



Next Steps..........Beyond the ECHO Series
• Project ECHO Hepatitis C Series will conclude July 2025 for its 5 year cycle

• WellAhead will assist SHHP with its own Project ECHO Series, each with a new topic and speaker/SME

• STIs-This ECHO will feature a deep dive on STIs in Louisiana. We will discuss statewide morbidity, 

screening, treatment and resources. 

• HIV/HIV Prevention-This ECHO will feature a comprehensive overview of HIV and HIV prevention 

efforts. 

• Syphilis-This ECHO will feature a comprehensive overview of Syphilis in Louisiana. We will discuss 

statewide morbidity, screening, staging, treatment, and available resources. 

• Congenital Syphilis-This ECHO will feature a comprehensive overview of Congenital Syphilis. The goal of 

this ECHO is to ensure pediatric providers are provided the necessary information to appropriately 

screen and treat CS.  

• HHARM Reduction and SUDs-This ECHO will review HHARM reduction measures and SUDS in 

Louisiana. 

• Hepatitis C-This ECHO will mirror the HEP C series providing a comprehensive over of HCV including 

morbidity, screening, treatment and resources 

• PrEP/Doxy PEP/TelePrEP-This ECHO will overview STI prevention efforts available in our state. 



THANK YOU

Contact Information: Lawrencia Gougisha, RN, MPH, MSN

Statewide Nurse Educator-SHHP/OPH

Cell: 225-385-1779 Email: Lawrencia.Gougisha@la.gov
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