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Black Women & PrEP
(BWAP) and its Goals

A grassroots campaign launched March 11, 2019 during National Women & Girls 

HIV/AIDS Awareness Day;

To ensure Black Women are aware of PrEP and the effectiveness if taken as 

prescribed;

Empower Black Women to begin honest conversations with their sexual partners;

Empower Black Women to begin conversations with their Healthcare providers 

about being routinely screened for STIs; encourage providers to prescribe PrEP;

Use TelePrEP as a PrEP resource.



What BWAP is NOT…

A campaign to get women to take PrEP



BWAP Partnerships





Duke University/LSU Health
2020: Focus Group with BWAP Influencers

How to engage Black Women concerning PrEP

“Start the conversation: A multi-level PrEP Initiative for Black Women in NOLA”

Engagement with OB/GYN

Jingle focusing on Women (New Orleans Bounce vibe) Release date:  September



Two major barriers: 

• Black cisgender women do not know of other Black 
cisgender women taking PrEP

• Black women are not offered PrEP during routine medical 
care. 



Two strategies: 

• Social Media Campaign to raise awareness that PrEP is 
for Black women, too

• PrEP education and training for OB-GYN residents



Black Women & PREP Task Force 
Members 



Social Media Campaign



OB-GYN Resident Training



Overview of training

PrEPing on Resident Time

Amber Ivey, NOLA-based artist 



Why are 
you here today?

To learn how to become 

a change agent
in preventing HIV 

among women 

in New Orleans

We’ll discuss why we focus on 
HIV and why GYN residents 

are engaged—purpose: 
to increase interest and motivation 

to Start the Conversation about 
PrEP with patients



For example, we provide 
U.S. and local data about HIV



What is PrEP?*

Irina Yacobson

• FDA approved, daily oral pill (TDF/FTC) 

• Reduces HIV risk from sex by about 99% 
when taken as prescribed

*Long acting injectable PrEP is also FDA approved

We’ll introduce PrEP and provide 
PrEP statistics related to Black cisgender women



Time to pause: Context matters

We’ll talk about historical and 
contemporary anti-Black racism and sexism



The rest of the training focuses on skill-building, specifically focusing on:



What will be your PrEP
elevator pitch? 
• Split into pairs

• Take turns practicing your PrEP elevator 
pitch—i.e., how you will describe PrEP to 
patients

• Pitch must include:

• Pre-exposure prophylaxis 

• HIV prevention

• Daily pill

• Effective for women

Going Up? … Let’s Share! 



Engage in shared-decision making about PrEP

• Next, your role is to provide patients with what they need to 
make an informed decision about whether PrEP is right for them

• We provide tools to help you do this



Start the Conversation Palm Cards



BWAP SWAG



Black Women Engagement



Ambassador Deidra Jessie-Hill (NOLA)



BWAP Task Force Members



New Orleans Influencers



Black Women Engagement



Black Women Engagement



Provide Resources 

for patient to 
consider PrEP

• Some patients may 
want time to consider 
whether PrEP is right 
for them

• We will provide you 
with materials to offer 
patients to take with 
them



Introducing Our Ambassadors and 
Influencers



What’s Next?

• BWAP 2.0. Statewide Ambassador and 
Influencer Training

• Expansion of OB/GYN Resident Training 
to additional hospitals;

• Expansion of TelePrEP program to 
Include marketing on Dating aps.



Thank you!!

• Deidra Jessie-Hill

• Deidra.Jessie-Hill@la.gov

• www.lahhub.org/bwap

• www.lahhub.org/teleprep• Jacky Bickham

• Jacky.bickham@la.gov


